
Name:  Len Dillon aka Lightning Len  

Born:  July 24, 1947   

Voted in to the WCMC  1977  
  First Bike :  1965 65 cc Honda  

Bikes owned:  1965 65 cc Honda, 1970 175cc Honda twin, 250 cc Suzuki 
Savage, 1974 125 Honda Elsinore Flat Tracker, 250  Honda Elsinore (which I 
used for the Massassauga Enduro, changed tires and flat tracked it, changed 
tires and went motocrossing), 1974 250 Honda Elsinore (strictly for Flat 
tracking), 1975 185 Suzuki enduro, 1976  175 Yamaha IT, 1977  250 Yamaha IT, 
1974 80 Yamaha XT (Kim & Shawn raced it at Lapp’s Cycle), 1976 360 
Husquarvarna automatic (Got stolen- still looking for it), 
1977 250 Husquavarna, 250 Can am enduro (Noreen’s), 1976 360 bultaco astro 
flat tracker, 1972 750 triumph flat tracker, 3-2 valve Jawas, 24 valve jawas, 2 
Godden uprights, 1 GM laydown, 650 Yamaha Special, 1980 Honda CB 750 – 4, 
1969 50 cc Honda Mini trail, 1972 Z-50cc Honda, 1969 50 Honda step thru, 
1974 80 TY Yamaha trial, 1970 125 bultaco Lobito, 1986 185cc Honda xl enduro 
(Noreen’s), 4 1974 250 TY Yamaha trials, 1978 350cc Honda XL, 1975 500 xt 
Yamaha (Used for Heavy weight Vintage Trials and trail riding), 1985 250 Honda 
WR (wicked trail bike) ,Honda trail 70 cc and 1 in parts and I now ride a 2008 
1300 Yamaha Royal Star.   
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Current Bike:  2008 1300cc Yamaha Royal Star and for backup a 1980 750 
Honda.     

Date of Profile: July 22, 2016  

1965 65 cc Honda  
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Massassauga Enduro 

I became interested in motorcycles in 1973, while working at Niagara Steel 
with Gary Eissler.  He and his neighbour Ken Thornton asked me to get a bike 
and come riding with them. After a very short time, the 65cc Honda didn’t 
provide enough adrenalin or speed.  I moved up to a 175cc Honda twin street 
bike, on which I rode my 1st competion, the Frost Bite Enduro.  I removed the 
chrome pipes so they wouldn’t get damaged or hang me up, but organizers 
wouldn’t allow it as it had to be street legal. Consequently, lots of pushing 
through the snowbanks, but I finished.  I was hooked. And the story begins….  

The reason I joined the club: 
After riding enduros (including the Legendary Massassauga), Flat Tracking for a 
couple of years and spending a lot of time with a great bunch of guys from 
Welland County, I decided to join them. 

1980 750 Triumph 
Flat Tracker 



My Number 1 project was many hours of Track Prep for 19 years, 15 years 
while I was racing. I then took a sabbatical and came back for the last 4 years 
with Jim Scott and Joe Montovanni. My fitness program, in the early years, 
included the manually operated pull behind grader.  The tow vehicle was a 
junker, oil burning car or truck.  Amazing I’m still alive. 
In my spare time, while racing and doing track prep, I built a mini track on the 
infield on the front straight away to be used for Junior Speedway. 

Team Race Speedway 

# 1 Plate in Speedway 
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My wife Noreen and daughter Kim did registration, program setup, lap scoring 
and payout rather than being my pit crew. Our son-in-law Kevin and Grandson, 
also came on board as referees for many years (rather than being part of the 
pit crew.)  I think I was a little hard on Family pit crews!!!  That left our son 
Shawn to help with the track and antagonize just to keep the adrenalin flowing. 
And he did!!!!! 

Lighting Len with one of his many Speedway Bikes  

We were also part of the track promotion, as in the off season, we participated 
in mall shows, Toronto bike shows, ethnic parades and Santa Claus parades. 
We built an amazing float which we hauled to Welland, Port Colborne, Fort 
Erie, Niagara-on-the Lake and of course St Catharines. 

Bike shows in connection 
with CSRA 
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Floats in many parades like 
Rose Festival, Folk Arts.  

Grape and Wine and Santa 
Claus parades around 
peninsula 

Vintage Trials with my 
son Shawn and 
Grandsons Jeff, Cole 
and Riley.   
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Vintage Trials Riding 

Trailer designed by 
Dennis Wrabuitza 

 

Many long hours spent on the old manual grader.   
I’ve kept it for a souvenir. 
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Now we just enjoy cruising with fellow Club Members on some of the clubs 
excellent rides.  

Grading the easy and cool way 

And long hours spent on this baby too. 

Need sun protection 
for my sensitive skin. 
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Awards 

Canadian JR and Sr Enduro Champion 1974-77 
  
1977 Canadian 750 SR Flat track Champion and Ontario High Points  
  
1980 began Speedway racing 
  
12 time Canadian National Champion and #1 Plate holder for Speedway and Long Track 
1983-1994. 
  
 11 time Ontario  and Welland Highpoints for Speedway 1980-1993 
  
9 time Canadian Speedway Racing Association Highpoints 1980-1993 
  
Represented Canada in U.S. qualifiers to World Final in 1982 and 1988 in California. 
  
9 time Max Award winner (Motorcycle Award of Excellence ) 
  
C.M.A. Billy Matthews Award for Sportsmanship in 1990. 
  
C.M.A. White Memorial Trophy (presented to the best all round Canadian Rider in all 
motorcycle sports) in 1991. 
  
First Recipient of Bob Harpwood Award for most successful WCMC rider.   
  
Numerous Welland County Appreciation Awards over the years. 
  
My last big Hurrah as a Motorcycle Racer was in 2011 when I was inducted into the 
Canadian Motorcycle Hall of Fame.   

Canadian Motorcycle Hall of Fame Award 2011 
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Our Family.  Everybody has been on a bike. 
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Lighting Len with the Checkered Flag 
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